thai me people are clamouring for indigenous medicine or
Homoeopathy. The people are mostly ignorant and do
not know the difference between modern medicine and
other systems. They are not politically advanced enough
to demand thq benefits of the best in modern medicine for
themselves. The result is that one finds ministers and
political big guns praising the ancient systems of medicine,
and High Court Judges and other V.IP.'s opening confer-
ences of Homoeopathy.

I was urgently called, early in my career, to see a
"had case" under the treatment of a village Vaidya. It
appears that the Vaidya was treating a man for ringworm,
and that the case became suddenly " bad". I told him
that nobody could be seriously ill with ringworm, but
agreed to see the patient. We travelled in a car to his
village, 12 miles away. When we reached the place, there
was only a well-nourished corpse of at least two hours*
standing. I had to break the bad news to the Vaidya and
told him that the patient's life had departed. He pretend-
ed incredibility and exclaimed in front of the relatives:
"Where can it depart, Sir?" Please give an injection at
each corner of the patient's chest. Then how can life
escape the four injections and depart ? " Obviously, the
Vaid knew the patient was dead before he came to me
and was trying to impress on the patient's relatives that he
had brought the "English doctor" to prevent the escape
of life by "injection." I could not oblige him but asked
him how it all happened, and what treatment was given.

Very naively he related the sad story. The patient
had an incurable ringworm in the thighs. In spite of the
usual remedies it persisted. The Vaid then referred to
an ancient formula foj that disease. It consisted of
making a paste of aconite root and applying the same to
the "affected part " Having apnlied it he asked the
patient if he felt any burning sensation of the part. When
he said he did not feel any, the-Vaid scrapped the part
with a penknife and applied the paste. In a few
moments the patient collapsed, sweating profusely
having absorbed a massive dose of aconite poison through
the ringworm patch. Yet, in the Indian bazaar, Aconite
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